
Alumni Spotlight Curriculum highlight
Alysa Johnsen, AP Capstone research
I connect with my students by getting to know more 
about who they are- what they like, don’t like, what their 
passions are, etc. I use the facts about those students 
to build relationships and to make the curriculum. 
AP Capstone Research greatly revolves around your 
interests and passions. In this course, you get to pick 
topics you are interested in or want to know more 
about, make your own research question, and then dive 
in. You spend about six weeks researching your topic, 
then produce a paper and public presentation to share 
your knowledge of the subject. When you research, you 
have to see many points of view, you cannot just address 
your research question from one perspective, but need 
to be able to explain at least three standpoints. My role 
in the classroom is to give students research tools. I 
never tell you what to research or what perspectives 
are the best- that is all up to the student. 

Students have chosen research topics that have 
included: LGBTQ, the American Dream, what success 
means, how material goods make you popular, how 
American actions impact the environment, and if AP 
courses actually make students perform better in 
college. I truly believe all my students will be prepared 
for college level papers. This course teaches students 
how to manage their time, reach out for assistance 
proactively, and address situations from multiple 
views. I hold my students to high expectations with 
their vocabulary, their use of credible sources, and 
with their ability to give peer feedback on papers. I’m 
excited to continue teaching this course because so 
many interesting ideas and topics are researched.

Heidy Monteza is a member of the GOLCHS Class of 
2018. She is a Biology and business administration 
major at Rowan University. She is also member of the 
Minority Association of Pre-Medical Students, the United 
Latino Association, and Problem-Based Learning Club. 
Starting in August, she will be a Residential Assistant 
for incoming first year students.

What is one major lesson Great Oaks Legacy 
has taught you after graduating high school?
Planners! In college I have so much more homework, 
events, and meetings to attend. It is much harder for 
me to manage all of my time, and without learning 
how to use a planner, I would be a mess. With all of my 
responsibilities I could not live without my planner.

What is one memory you have during your 
time at Great Oaks Legacy?
My favorite memories at Great Oaks Legacy would be 
the end of year trips! Junior year we went to Atlanta, GA 
and the food was amazing. Our senior year we went to 
Los Angeles and my favorite part was hiking in Griffith 
Park to see the famous Hollywood Sign.

What advice would you give to the 8th grade you?
Transitioning to high school may be difficult but every 
day counts! Be open to trying new things, meeting new 
people, and becoming more outspoken.

What are your future aspirations?
I want to be become an ophthalmologist. Eventually, 
I want to open my own clinic and I hope my business 
administration education will help in that endeavor.
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Kayla Scott, Tanesha Golding, and Roberta Little proudly 
displaying their National Honor Society certificates.Heidy Monteza with her mother and Executive Director Jared Taillefer at 2018 graduation.



Basketball: 
As basketball season came to a close, our boys and 
girls varsity teams geared up for the playoffs. Boys 
Varsity faced off against People’s Prep, while Girls 
Varsity challenged Urban Leadership Charter HS. 
Girls Varsity came out victorious in their game and 
went on to defeat People’s Prep, Passaic Arts, and 
Science Charter School to become the 2019 NJSCAL 
Girls Basketball Champions! To close the season, a 
myriad of our basketball athletes competed in the All-
Star game, as well as a dunking competition and 3- 
point contest on March 9th! We are looking forward to 
another successful season next year!

National Honor Society: 
The National Honor Society (NHS) is the nation’s 
premier organization established to recognize 
outstanding high school students. GOLCHS’ very own 
National Honor Society just inducted their second 
class of inductees on Feb. 22nd. There were 23 new 
inductees bringing the total membership to 31. All 
students have above a 3.3 GPA, but more than just 
an honor roll, NHS serves to recognize students who 
have demonstrated the four pillars of the society: 
excellence in the areas of scholarship, service, 
leadership, and character. These characteristics have 
been associated with membership in the organization 
since its beginning in 1921.

Sports & Enrichment

 G The high school students are gearing up for AP 
exams in May. Passing these exams earns college 
credit before you even step foot on a campus!

 G Senior Signing Day happens in May! Seniors 
announce their college choices in front of the entire 
school in a big celebration.

 G Our Freshman class will be taking an exciting end 
of year trip to Baltimore, MD. They will be staying 
in the Inner Harbor section of the city and touring 
historical sights and colleges

 G Senior Week happens in June! Seniors plan a fun 
week of activities gearing up to graduation such as 
Prom, Dorney Park, and Senior Awards Dinner

 G GOLCHS students got the opportunity to participate 
in a weekly ski trip sponsored by the National Winter 
Activity Center. The students travelled to a resort 
where they received individualized instruction and 
got to enjoy three Saturdays skiing with their peers.

 G One of our students Nayvon Terry, organized a 
project called “Help the Homeless” where students 
took their Saturday to package and properly prepare 
food waste from the school and home donations to 
give to the homeless.

Did You Know

At GOLCHS, we offer a variety of different enrichments and sports. This 
newsletter highlights two select groups each issue.

Great Oaks Legacy Boys Basketball Team.

Students gearing up to volunteer for the “Help the Homeless” project!

Some of our students enjoying their Saturday leaning to ski and having fun.

The girls basketball team after their championship victory.


